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Diverse cargoes crossing Marine Terminal docks, a thriving Swantown Marina
& Boatworks, new businesses locating on Port properties and increased
aircraft traffic at the Airport.  The Port of Olympia is committed to growing
economic opportunities in Thurston County.

By operating these four successful lines of business and providing tools for
economic development, the Port helps create family-wage jobs that strengthen
our community.

In the early 1990s, Thurston County residents helped create a new
Comprehensive Plan to guide the development of Port businesses and
position the Port for the new century.  Over the past decade, there have
been many positive changes.  This report will share highlights of what the
Port has done to bring jobs and business investment to the community
since that time, provide a preview of things to come and present what the
Port does best:  Growing Opportunities.



has expanded to include the Airport, purchased in 1963, additional properties
in Olympia and Tumwater, acquired in the 1960s, and Swantown Marina &
Boatworks, developed in the 1980s and 1990s.

In the early 1990s, the Port faced new challenges.  Traditional marine cargoes
had disappeared due to global economic shifts, and the character of the
community was changing.  Through a public process, the Port reevaluated
the needs of the community and how it could best serve those needs.  The
result was a restatement of the Port’s mission and adoption of the 1995
Comprehensive Plan that charted a new course for development.

THE PAST TEN YEARS
With a goal of diversifying its business operations as called for in the
Comprehensive Plan, the Port made significant capital investments and
pursued new marketing strategies.  Specific business activities are discussed
later in this report.

Significant strides have been made toward diversification.  For example, 10
years ago, the Marina generated about 5 percent of Port revenues and the
Marine Terminal about 60 percent. In 2005, the Marina is targeted to
generate about 20 percent of Port revenues and the Marine Terminal about
40 percent.

New economic development tools were initiated, such as the four-county
Foreign-Trade Zone, to provide businesses with incentives to grow.  In
addition, the Port assumed an active role in partnering with the Thurston
County Economic Development Council and local jurisdictions to promote
economic development.

The diverse Port of today generates
family-wage jobs and makes
significant contributions to the
economic health and vitality of
the community.

WHAT IS THE PORT OF OLYMPIA
The Port provides a platform for economic development
in Thurston County. By operating four lines of business—
the Marine Terminal, the Olympia Regional Airport,
Swantown Marina & Boatworks and the Property
Development Division—facilitating planning and investing
in roads and utilities, the Port grows opportunities for
private businesses to develop.  The Port also administers
economic development tools for use by private business,
such as Industrial Development Revenue Bonds and a four-
county Foreign-Trade Zone.

Like each of the 76 public ports in Washington State, the
Port of Olympia is organized as a special purpose district
that can build and operate marinas, airports, railroads,
industrial sites, recreational facilities and marine shipping
terminals.  It also helps promote trade and tourism.

Represented by three elected Commissioners, the Port
District is countywide.  The Port levies a property tax to
repay debt and make capital improvements in facilities that
further growth.

HOW DID WE GET HERE
From oysters to canned goods and forest products, the
Port has long been a vital transportation link for Thurston
County. Recognizing the need to keep waterways public,
local citizens created the Olympia Port District in 1922.

Today’s Port looks very different from the Port of over 80
years ago. From a single Marine Terminal business, the Port
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